
Venomous  Snakes of Florida 

           
              Eastern Coral Snake (same family as the cobra: neurotoxin venom)                       **Canebrake Rattler 
 

       
 **Canebrake Rattler (stripe on back)                                   Dusky Pigmy Rattle Snake (babies are the size of a quarter) 

 

          
           Eastern Diamondback Rattle Snake (Largest venomous snake in USA)                           **Southern Copperhead  
 

                                  
              **Southern Copperhead                             Water Moccasin/Cotton Mouth (Babies look very similar to copperheads). 
 

**Southern Copperheads found only in Northwest Florida (Eastern most part of the Panhandle).  **Canebrakes found in N. Florida near GA border 

Snakes are Venomous, not Poisonous. 

Poisonous – only requires direct contact with the substance (reptile) for it to be absorbed into the body. 

Venomous – requires injection of the venom to harm the body 
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OBSERVING SNAKES IN THE WILD 

To a young camper, seeing a snake can be a thrilling experience (or not).  

Allow the campers to get that thrilling experience but in the safest of ways.  

Pay attention to your surroundings when out and about, especially in grassy fields & woods.   

 

For more safety tips on snakes, snake bites and camping in the woods go to www.snakeeducation.com . 

 

Distance:  

Keeping a minimum of 15 ft. away from a snake will allow for maximum safe observation to watch and learn.  

 

Ground Level:  

When you come across a snake you may frighten the snake away.  

To a snake you are a giant! So, get low to the ground, maybe squat.  

Doing this will give you a better chance of observing the snake for a longer period of time.  

If you don't want the snake to stay then stomp your feet and wave your arms around, it will leave.  Snakes do not have ears, they'll 

feel the vibrations!   

 

Parent/Camp Counselor Role:  

The role of a parent/Counselor/Adult should be to maintain a safe distance and safe observing area for their child. 

If you know the type of snake being observed then this would be a perfect opportunity to empower your child with knowledge. If 

you do not like snakes, that is okay too. Observe the snake from a distance and watch/learn all you can about the snake.   

 

If you found a dead snake on the road, be careful, and remove them from the road if you can.  Other wildlife may wonder into the 

road to eat the dead snake and end up getting struck by a vehicle.  Remember dead snakes can bite (nerves in a snake can still be 

active hours after a snake is actually dead).  Be careful.  Don’t allow children to pick up or play around with dead wildlife. 
 

Knowledge is Power and Power is Knowledge! 


